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May 2010 Crop Topics

By Nate Herendeen, Crop Consultant

Forage Crop
Pest Watch -
late May: By the
time vyou read
this, a few Al-
falfa Weevil lar-
vae will have
hatched. The
April weather had
enough 60+ de-
gree days to en-
ergize the sex life
of AW adults.
The females
promptly com-
menced egg de-
posits inside the
lower stems. A
couple of weeks
later (at 280
Growing Degree
Days, base 48
degrees), the
eggs hatch and
larvae crawl up
the stems to feed
on the growing

alfalfa tips. Look for
chew holes in the
newest growth, being
most visible as the
new leaf unfolds.

We cannot predict se-
verity of AW until ac-
tual population
counts can be made
in the field. Scouting
will start in early-May.
Harvest manage-
ment usually prevents
economic damage
from this pest, if you
are making hay crop
silage. Early harvest
kills larvae before
they do the bulk of
their feeding damage.
Timely harvest (start
May 16 - 20) for hay
crop silage is the best
method for controlling
this pest. Alfalfa is

growing ahead of the
normal “calendar”
dates this season.
Forage quality is the
most important profit
factor on dairy farms.

Dry hay growers face
much more of a
challenge. We will
scout fields starting
about May 20 and use
the proven threshold
and scouting protocol
from the Cornell
Guide for Inte-
grated Field Crop
Management, avail-
able at http://
www.fieldcrops.org.

We sample stems ran-
domly, checking the
tips for visual signs of

(continued on page 2)

Water Testing By Rhonda Lindquist, Farmstead Planner

On behalf of WNYCMA, 1
am pleased to announce
a new service offered by
the Farmstead Depart-
ment. In the past, we
contracted with a local
company to collect re-
quired water samples
from our CAFO farms.
We are now cutting out
the “*middleman” and

passing the savings on to
our member farms.
Farms enrolled in the
Farmstead Program will
have their water sampled
by the Crop Management
Association staff and sub-
mitted to an independent
lab for testing at a much-
reduced cost. The

samiles will continue to be
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