
 

  2009 Annual Meeting of the Membership 
                                  Wednesday, February 24, 2010                                              
       WNY Crop Management Main Office                                         

            Program Agenda                                                           
    President Rob Noble, Presiding 
 

10:00 ï 10:30  Registration 

 
10:30 ï 11:00  John Woodring, Program Coordinator,  

   NYS Agricultural Mediation Program 

Good Fences, Good Neighbors, Good Business 
 

 

11:00 ï 11:30  Bianca Moebius-Clune, Cornell Soil Health Team Coordinator 

Adaptive Nitrogen Management for Corn Production 
 

11:30 ï 12:00  Joan Sinclair Petzen, Cooperative Extension Acting Director/ 
Agriculture Program Leader 

Ready to Get Off the Roller Coaster?   
ñToolsò for Managing Price Risk 
 

12:00 -1:00  Lunch will be provided featuring a full southern BBQ theme. 
 

1:00 ï 2:00  Business Meeting: 

   *Call to Order ï Rob Noble 
   *Reading of last meeting minutes  

   *Treasurerôs Report - David Page 

   *Nomination Committee Report and Election ï Shawn Cotter  
   *Managers Report ï David DeGolyer 

   *Announcement of Election Results 
   *Other Business 

 

Election of Board Members  

This year we have four members running for three open director positions on the Western New York Crop 
Management Association Board.  The three positions are for 3-year terms. 

   * Todd Galton, Nunda, Livingston Co.  * Betty Nichols, Farmersville, Cattaraugus Co. 
   * Tim Wittmeyer, Eden, Erie Co.  * Ben Atwater, Barker, Niagara Co. 
 
 

2:00 - 3:30                 Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems 

           Managing the Whole Farm Feeding System with High 
   Commodity Prices 

 
 

(Absentee Voting Ballot on Page 6 ) 
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Board Members 

Rob Noble,  
President 

Rod Bennett, 
Vice-President 

David Page, 
Sec/Treasurer 
 

Brad Almeter 
 

Mike  

Dueppengiesser 
 

Eric Dziedzic 
 

Donn Branton 

R.S.V.P.          
WNYCMA  
ANNUAL 
MEETING 

 
Please call (585) 
786-5831, fax 
(585) 786-5289 
or e-mail  
reservation 
to:office@wnycm
a.com by Febru-
ary 22, 2010 
with name of 
your farm and 
number of peo-
ple attending.   

Main Office:  5242 Curtis Road, Warsaw NY 14569 

mailto:birwin@wnycma.com
mailto:birwin@wnycma.com


Farmerõs Almanac 
Northeastern U.S. Weather  
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February 2010 

1st-3rd. Unsettled, 

snowy Groundhog 

Day, then clearing, 

cold. 4th-7th. Rain, 

snow, then clearing. 

8th-11th. Light 

s n o w s / f l u r r i e s . 

12th-15th. Very 

stormy. Blizzard 

New England, 1 to 2 

feet snow possible. 

Snow also to Mid-

Atlantic Coast, with 

6"-12". 16th-19th. 

Fair. 20th-23rd. 

Snowstorm sweeps 

in from west; heavi-

est accumulations 

in upstate New 

York, Vermont, New 

Hampshire. 24th-

28th. Fair, then un-

settled.  

www.wnycma.com 

Updated Website 

WNY Crop Manage-

ment launched our 

NEW and improved 

website.   

     Check us out!   

 

The New CAFO Permits and Your Farm 
By Avery DeGolyer 

 

During the next couple of months your CAFO planner will be helping you fill out your an-
nual report to the DEC.  This is also an excellent time to evaluate your options going into 
the next permit period.  
 

The DEC is offering two CAFO permits to farms in New York State: the ECL Permit and the 
CWA permit.  
 
The ECL (Environmental Conservation Law) permit is relatively similar to the current CAFO 
permit with the following exceptions: large farms must submit their manure and fertilizer 
recommendations to the DEC annually as well as farmstead and field maps including ma-
nure setbacks, medium farms will have the deadline for completion of structural BMPôs 

pushed back until March 31, 2012.  To be eligible for this permit, large farms must have 
all BMPôs in their CAFO plan complete; mediums must have all non-structural BMPôs com-
plete.  
 

The CWA (Clean Water Act) permit has not been finalized.  Farms filing under the CWA 
permit will have to submit their entire CAFO plan for public review whenever major 

changes happen on the farm.  All farms that are not eligible for the ECL permit will have 
to apply for CWA permit coverage.  
 
Medium farms should sign up for the ECL CAFO permit as the rules are not substantially 
different from the current permit and they receive an additional two years to finish struc-
tural practices in the ECL permit.  
 

Large farms have a more complicated decision to make.  All farms must apply for permit 
coverage within 6 months of the issuance of the CWA permit.  Until this deadline the farm 
will be covered by the existing CAFO permit that they have been regulated by for the last 
few years.  Large farms first must decide if they are eligible for the CWA permit.  Then 

they must decide which permit to apply for coverage under.  Finally they must decide if 
they want to apply for coverage immediately or wait for the release of the CWA permit.  

 
If you have any questions about the new CAFO permits and how they apply to your farm, 

please call your farmstead planner.  

2008 WNY Crop Management Annual Meeting in Warsaw 

http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Northeastern-weather#
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Northeastern-weather#
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Northeastern-weather#
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 Cutting Crop Input Costs: What Strategies Work? 
 By: Dan Steward 

 
Financing the planting and harvesting of crops in the spring of 2010 is going to be an especially challenging proposi-
tion for many farms.  It is not uncommon for some farms to be way behind or even just starting to pay off last yearôs 
crop input expenses.  Some farms are going to have trouble getting crop loans from their banks or may not be able 

to obtain financing at all.  To say the least, purchasing power is going to be short on many, many farms this spring.   
 
If you are a farm that has limited capital for putting in crops this spring, where do you begin to cut back?  There are 
some inputs that have a very high return on the investment and others that do not.  The following are some com-
mon strategies for reducing input costs and their potential impact.  
 
Strategy #1  

Cut back on lime:  Lime is usually one of the first things to go in a cropping program.  This strategy can be good or 
bad.  If you have been maintaining your pH at reasonable levels, you can probably get away with reducing lime pur-

chases for a year or two.  The key is to target the lime where it will give the most bang for the buck.  If you are go-
ing to seed down fields to alfalfa and the pH is below 6.4, you shouldnôt pass on the lime; either put it on or donôt 
seed it.   If the pH is between 6.4 and 6.7, it is a reasonable bet to go ahead and seed and then top -dress the lime in 
the fall or next year.  If a potential corn field is below 5.9 pH, you probably shouldnôt pass on the lime.  Topdress at 
least one ton per acre after plowing and before you do your secondary tillage to raise the pH in the upper rooting 

zone.  Enough of the limestone will react with the soil in the short term to pay back the cost the first year.  When 
pHôs are 5.8 or below and you canôt afford lime, you should be questioning whether you should be farming that land 
at all.  Your adviser can help you prioritize your lime applications to get the biggest bang for your buck.          
 

Strategy #2  
Cut back on fertilizer:  Fertilizer prices have come down from last year, but there are a number of areas you can 

cut back on fertilizer with minimal or no loss to this yearôs crop.  There are other areas where cutting back or elimi-
nating fertilizer has a serious impact on yields.  The common theme to all strategies is crediting your manure, utiliz-
ing your soil samples, and proper timing.  
Hay: Nitrogen on grass is one of the best paybacks.  You get a tremendous increase in yield and increased protein.  
The best return is an application before first cutting because the yield potential and the forage quality is the highest.  

You can cut potash on alfalfa before first cutting.  Research trials have shown virtually no yield response to potash 

applied before first cutting regardless of the soil test level.   If fields are low in potassium, fertilize after first cutti ng.   
 Seedings:  Broadcasting manure for nutrients is at least as effective for seedings as broadcasting fertilizer.  You 
can safely go without broadcasting fertilizer on fields with adequate manure without taking a hit in yield or stand es-
tablishment.  If you are banding fertilizer on legume seedings you are more likely to get a response to fertilizer.  
Credit the manure and adjust the fertilizer rates accordingly.  
Corn:  Some farms are tempted to use no starter fertilizer on high fertility fields. This is probably not the best strat-
egy as most trials show some response to nitrogen and/or phosphorus in the band regardless of fertility.  The better 

strategy is to put some starter on all fields and adjust the rate and/or analysis according to the soil test phosphorus 
and manure applied.  On most dairy farms there are many fields with very high phosphorus levels.  Banding addi-
tional P on these fields does not  increase yields.  Put a low rate of nitrogen only starter on these fields.   Set reason-
able yield goals and only put on the amount of N & K that this yearôs crop will respond to; this is not the year to build 
soil test K or shoot for 250 bu. corn if you have poor cash flow.  
Soybeans:  Soybeans are a very efficient scavenger of fertilizer.  Manured fields will not require additional commer-
cial fertilizer.  High fertility fields without manure are also unlikely to respond to additional fertilizer.  Consult your 

soil tests.  

 
Strategy #3     
Donôt Plant any Seedings: New seedings really donôt take a lot more cash input than planting corn, assuming your 
pH levels have been maintained.  The biggest initial cost on seedings is their lower yield compared to corn silage and 

the amount of time to fit fields, pick rocks, etc.  Short - term cash savings on not seeding fields are obtained when no 
hay ground is rotated to corn.  The hay ground that would have gone to corn takes the place of the new seeding.  
You need to take a hard look at the hay stands that wonôt be rotated to make sure they are viable.  Just because 
they did OK last year, a wet year, doesnôt mean they will do that well this year if it is dry.  You also lose by having 
less first year corn and more continuous corn because sod to corn should always yield more than continuous corn.  
Long term, it really sets a farm back because they wonôt have the second year seeding the following year and they 
will ultimately have to play catch up on their rotations.  

 



Strategy #4 
Donôt spend as much money on seed:  Farmers should always be looking to get the best deal they can on seed.  
Some farms put a lot of thought into hybrid selection, some very little.  Biggest savings in seed are most often ob-
tained by planting older hybrids that are lower priced, purchasing corn without genetic traits (i.e. Roundup Ready 

Corn), or by purchasing ñlow marketing cost cornò from national companies.  Iôve seen some excellent corn grown 
from ñcheapò seed, and Iôve seen terrible corn from ñcheapò  seed.  The best advice is to do your research and know 
what you are buying.  
Strategy #5   
Donôt plant as many acres:  Many are farming surplus ground that has never grown a profitable crop.  Get rid of 
it.  No one likes to give up control of ground, but sometimes it is necessary.  I have seen farms go out of business 
farming land because ñthey might need it in the future.ò  If it is profitable land that you want to keep but you canôt 

afford to crop the right way, sublet it out to someone who can.  Be open with the landowner; let them know what 
you are doing.  You are less likely to lose the land that way vs. not paying the rent.  

 

 

Recommendations for Managing Soybean White Mold in 2010 
With more and more farms growing soybeans or snap beans on their farms, white mold is becoming more of an is-
sue. The following is an article from  X.B. Yang, Department of Plant Pathology at Iowa State that is particularly 
informative about the disease. ðDan  
 

The 2009 growing season had record cool weather in July that was ideal for soybean white mold occurrence. The dis-

ease was widespread in the north central region of the U.S. and agronomists even in southern Iowa observed this 

disease in many soybean fields.   In northern Iowa, patches of soybean killed by this disease were obvious in many 

soybean fields along the highways.   Some farmers reported losses totaling more than $10,000 from this disease.  

Previously, white mold epidemics occurred mainly in even -numbered years because of the use of corn -soybean rota-

tion plans. The outbreaks in 2009 were the first in an odd -numbered year since 1997 and they covered almost the 

entire north central region of the country, except for areas west of the Missouri River. The 2009 epidemic suggests 

that there are plenty of white mold inoculums in the soil in the region and that it will be necessary to take precau-

tions in 2010 to minimize the white mold risk for the 2010 season and following years.  

Following are recommendations for 2010 for specific field conditions.  

If your soybean field had white mold in 2009 and the field will be in corn in 2010: 

If you found severe white mold in your fields in the 2009 season, use no - tillage if corn is the 2010 rotation 
crop.   Rotation with corn in no - till can reduce soybean white mold risk.   Tillage will bury the sclerotia into soil, which 
increases the survival rate of white mold fungus.   Sclerotia can survive in deep soil up to seven years. Sclerotia 
within 2 inches of the soil surface germinate and produce spores even in corn fields.   Under no - till a large portion of 
the sclerotia germinate under the corn canopy, which reduces the amount of pathogen in the soil.   White mold risk in 
tilled fields was 2 -4 times higher than in no - till fields according to a study conducted 10 years ago (see figure).    

   
 Figure 1. Tillage effects on soybean white mold occurrence from survey data collected in 1,500 fields in 
the North Central Region. 
 Rotation with seed corn fields will not be effective in white mold management because sclerotia do not germinate in an open c orn  
canopy field caused by detasseling. Donôt plant seed corn in a field that previously had white mold on soybean as rotation, it i n-
creases white mold risk.  
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NT  =  No-Till  

MT  =  Minimum Till 

CT = Conservation Till 
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For DairyτMilk and Feed Price Risk 

άaŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƎƛƴέ 
Tuesday, Feb. 23rd 10:30 amτ3:00pm 

At CCE-Wyoming County Office, 401 N. Main St. in Warsaw 

RSVP: Agriculture Officeτ 585-786-2251  
or e-mail WyomingCountyCCE@Cornell.edu 

Cost:  FREE τ Presentation and materials for the 

workshop, including lunch are funded by the NY Farm Viability 
Institute, in conjunction with the NY Center for Dairy 
Excellence. 
Hosted by:  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming County 

For Grain Producers - Grain Price Risk 

"Winning the Game:  Tool Time  
for Pre-Harvest Marketers" 
Monday, March 1rd  10:00 amτ3:00 pm 

At  CCE-Genesee County, 420 E. Main St. in Batavia 

RSVP:  Cathy Wallaceτ585-343-3040 ext.138 
or e-mail CFW6@Cornell.edu 

Cost:  $20 registration fee covers room, refreshments and lunch.   

The presentation and materials are being funded by the USDA Risk 
Management Agency in cooperation with the NYS Dept of Ag and Markets. 

Hosted by:  CCE Northwest NY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops Team 

Registration now open for these two day-long educational workshops focusing on understanding the world 
around us, global commodity markets and various price management tools and strategies available for our 
use when managing the risk. As prices for agricultural commodities become more volatile, managing price 
risk is important to the financial success of farm enterprises.   

OBJECTIVES:  To provide producers with concepts and tools to determine breakeven prices, market strategies, and crop 
insurance decisions appropriate for their operations under various conditions with the end goal of being able to identify and 
capture profitable margins. 

PRESENTER: Penn State's Ag Marketing Specialist John Berry. John has worked with producers in Southeastern Pennsylvania for over 
a decade spending half of his time working with corn, wheat, soybean and dairy producers on marketing and financial management. 

Identify and Capture Profitable Margins! 

February Dates  

and Events 
 

 2  Groundhog Day 

 

 3  WNY Soybean/

 Small  Grain 

 Congress 

 in Batavia 

 9-3 pm 

 

14 Valentineõs Day 

 

15   Presidentsõ Day 

 

23 Managing the 

 Margin  Wyoming 

 Cooperative Ext.  

 10:30 am 

          (See ad this 

 page)  

24 WNYCMA  

 Annual Mtg 

 

25-27  NYS Farm 

 Show 

(Story continued from page 4)  

 Fields that had white mold in 2009 should not be in soybean in 2010. It will be a mis-

take to plant soybean after soybean in 2010. The risk can be high unless 2010 is a dry 
season.  

You can also consider applying Contans to break the disease cycle.   Contans is a prod-

uct from a biological control agent proven to be effective in white mold control in 

many crops.   It has been used to control white mold in many high value crops and is 

labeled for soybean.   Unfortunately, little research data from the public sector is avail-

able on using Contans to control soybean white mold.    

If your field was in corn in 2009 and will be in soybean in 2010: 

If a field had a white mold outbreak in the last few years and will be in soybean in 

2010, you should avoid using susceptible varieties in 2010 and consider using white 

mold tolerant varieties for your next soybean rotation. High yielding, white mold -

tolerant varieties are available. One thing to keep in mind is that the tolerance protec-

tion sometimes may not work due to a lack of consistency in disease pressure during 

the   breeding of the mold - tolerant variety.   Also, avoid planting soybean with narrow 

rows (15 inches or less) in fields that had white mold in the past.  

Chemical control is an option if white mold risk is high in the coming season. Unlike 

many years ago when there were only two fungicides available for white mold control, 

there are several fungicides on the market for white mold control now.   Not all fungi-

cides are effective for white mold and it is very important to use the right fungicides to 

control white mold.   Read labels when you make your plans this winter.    Knowing the 

risk of white mold infection in July is the key to a good economical return in control of 

white mold.  

mailto:CFW6@Cornell.edu
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5242 Curtis Road, Warsaw NY 14569 

2009 WNYCMA Annual Meeting of the Membership 
Absentee Voting Ballot  

 
If you do not plan to attend  the WNYCMA Annual Meeting, please put a 
check mark next to the three  director nominees below that you wish to vote 
for.  Please return this voting ballot to WNY Crop Management, 5242 Curtis 
Road, Warsaw NY 14569 or by fax 585-786-5289, by February 22, 2010 so 
your vote will count.   
 

We need your vote! 
 

 

 Tim Wittmeyer  _____      Todd Galton   _____  
 Eden, Erie County     Nunda, Livingston County 
 

 
 Betty Nichols  _____      Ben Atwater   _____  
 Farmersville, Cattaruagus County   Barker, Niagara County 


