
How to deal with high residue 

crops in a Zone Till System

Residue Management



Starts With Spreading Last Years 

Residue 

ÅThis is true with both soybeans, corn or 
small grains.

ÅPack manure and anything else has to be 
spread out ïnot only for ease of getting 
through it but to prevent N tie up! 

ÅMost combines can be adjusted to spread 
the residue. You may  have to go to after-
market companies to get the right parts.



Residue Spreaders



There are several routes usually 

followed to manage the residue: 

1. Leave the stalks standing in place.

ÅSome farms have combines with heads 

whose knives size the residue.

ÅThey go between last yearôs rows.



Zone building on stalks

ÅThe person driving the zone builder has to 

be extremely conscientious.

ÅGuidance systems help but few use them.

ÅGood residue managers on planters are a 

must.

ÅMachinery works much better when stalks 

are dry.






